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WELCOME

Our first full programme last autumn 
welcomed hundreds of new and regular 
visitors alike in sharing rich learning and 
cultural experiences. 

The Patrick Geddes Centre is a place of 
learning and culture for all, and this spring 
offers an even greater and more diverse 
programme with something for everyone.

Having listened to our visitors carefully, 
we have sought to maintain the Geddes-
inspired blend of practical, knowledgable 
and fun events of the highest standard.

There’s a fantastic selection of expert-
led Study Days, exploring a host of 
topics from modernist architecture to 
the silenced histories of great Victorian 
women pioneers.

Our regular Ambrose Folk Club was a real 
highlight of the autumn, with a wonderful 

mix of music and song, chat and 
storytelling. Each session features special 
guest performers alongside our amazing 
house band.  

We are also delighted to be growing our 
partnership with Edinburgh International 
Science Festival. Although maintaining 
a scientific approach throughout 
his life, Geddes was a champion of 
interdisciplinary thought. We’ve curated 
family workshops and evening panels 
across Easter, visiting the history of 
design, the future of our cities, and the 
largely forgotten Great Scottish Antarctic 
Expedition that set off from Riddle’s Court 
in 1902!

You may note a slight shift in presentation 
of the programme, with the introduction 
of a simple calender and new thematic 
structure - this should make choosing 
from such riches far easier!

Murray Wiegratz-Hope
Director, Patrick Geddes Centre

The dark winter nights are shortening, a new year has turned and the green 
shoots of a new programme of Patrick Geddes Centre at Riddle’s Court 

events are springing forth...

As always, you can find out more and book online via Facebook and Eventbrite, or 
contact us directly by phone, email or dropping in to our reception. 

Whatever catches your eye, we look forward to welcoming you to the inspirational 
Riddle’s Court  soon...
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You can expect high quality, 
rich experiences across our 
programme. Although each 
unique event is tailored to the  
content, you will recognise the 
following tested formats:

Study Days
An in-depth exploration of a 
topic or interest area. Led by 
one or more experts, Study 
Days offer a rich mix of talks, 
field visits and discussion.

Symposium
Larger events exploring a 
number of strands with invited 
speakers and experts.

Workshops
Hands-on sessions, these range 
from crafts to fun educational 
family sessions.

GedTalks & Classes
Featuring guest speakers or 
panels, we always strive for 
audience inclusion through 
intimate author sessions or 
larger panel discussions.

Performances
Music, drama and readings, with 
most featuring strong elements 
of audience interaction.

Themes and formats

9 SILENCED 
HISTORIES

Victorian women 
pioneers

13THINK GLOBAL 
ACT LOCAL

Exploring the roots of 
modern challenges.

8

OUR BUILT 
WORLD

Architecture & the  
urban environment

10 THE ARTS

Art, literature & design:
past, present & future

11 CREATE

Fun & sociable     
creative workshops

15 FAMILIES

Hands-on fun for all 
the family 

MUSIC & 
DRAMA

Lively performances 
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4 EVENTS CALENDAR    16 ABOUT GEDDES & RIDDLE’S COURT 
18 PRIVATE EVENTS    19 SCHOOLS & TOURS

14

The roots of modern 
global issues

SPECIAL 
EVENTS

Unique occasions
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WEDS

27
EVENING WALK & TALK: WOMEN AND GEDDES 

17.00-18.30      £10/8 student  joint event ticket available

PAGE
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THURS

28
SYMPOSIUM: WOMEN-LED SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

09.30-16.30     £35/25 student  joint event ticket available 

PAGE
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MARCH 2019 

WEDS

27
STUDY DAY: MACKIE & THE EVERGREENS 

10.00-16.00 £30/22 student     (incl.lunch)

PAGE

10

TICKETS AND FURTHER DETAILS: 
WWW.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK  OR CALL, EMAIL OR VISIT RECEPTION

CALENDAR

THURS

07
SPECIAL EVENT: ‘HE DID WHAT?’

12.15-13.00 & 18.00-18.45    Free with advance booking

PAGE

8
AN INTRODUCTION TO
PATRICK GEDDES

When booked as single transaction direct via phone, email or in person 
(*excl. Science Festival & ‘Doorways in Drumorty’)

10% DISCOUNT FOR TWO BOOKINGS

20% DISCOUNT FOR THREE OR MORE
ON SINGLE OR MULTIPLE EVENTS

TUES

26
MUSIC: AMBROSE FOLK & ROOTS CLUB 

19.30-22.30 £1.50/12 student  (incl.light supper bowl)

PAGE

14



SAT

27
CRAFT: THE ART OF BOOKBINDING

£40 (incl all materials & light lunch)  10.00-16.00

MON

08
FAMILIES: 1902 ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION*

tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk     10.30-12.00

PAGE

15

APRIL 2019 

THURS

11
GED TALKS: THE FUTURE OF OUR CITIES*PAGE

12

 must be accompanied by adult -adults go free  £11/child

THURS

11
FAMILIES: TENEMENT TOWN*PAGE

15

TUES

09

GED TALKS: DESIGN: FRONTIER OF ART & SCIENCE*

tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk    £10/8   18.30-20.00

PAGE

10

MON

15
FAMILIES: TENEMENT TOWN*PAGE

15

TUES

16
FAMILIES: TENEMENT TOWN*PAGE

15

WEDS

17
FAMILIES: 1902 ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION*PAGE

15

SUN

14
WORKSHOP: THE EDINBURGH SKETCHER

£22/17 student (incl. refreshments) 13.00-15.30

PAGE
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tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk     10.30-12.00
 must be accompanied by adult -adults go free  £11/child

tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk    £10/8   18.30-20.00

tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk     10.30-12.00
 must be accompanied by adult -adults go free  £11/child

tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk     10.30-12.00
 must be accompanied by adult -adults go free  £11/child

tickets:www.sciencefestival.co.uk     10.30-12.00
 must be accompanied by adult -adults go free  £11/child

When booked as single transaction direct via phone, email or in person 
(*excl. Science Festival & ‘Doorways in Drumorty’)

10% DISCOUNT FOR TWO BOOKINGS

20% DISCOUNT FOR THREE OR MORE
ON SINGLE OR MULTIPLE EVENTS

PAGE

11

TICKETS AND FURTHER DETAILS: 
WWW.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK  OR CALL, EMAIL OR VISIT RECEPTION



AT THE                
PATRICK GEDDES 
CENTRE

We’re delighted to be offering a 
number of events within the 2019 
Science Festival:‘Frontiers’.

‘Tenement Town’ and ‘The 1902 
Scottish Antarctic Expedition’ 
(p15) family workshops offer a 
fun-filled exploration of history, 
science, design and crafts. 

Two lively evening sessions will see 
panels of experts and audiences 
examining pivitol questions: the 
interaction of science and art in 
design throughout the ages (p10), 
and what  lies ahead for humanity 
in the Cities of Our Future (p12).

Please see events marked                           for further details
and visit www.sciencefestival.co.uk for full programme, event 
and booking details.



STUDY DAY: MODERNISM II: GEDDES, ABERCROMBIE & PEPLER

  £30/22 student  incl.lunch     10.00-16.00

PAGE
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STUDY DAY: MODERNISM I: INDIA & IDENTITY

  £30/22 student incl.lunch    10.00-16.00

PAGE
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GED TALKS: THE ROOTS OF ENVIRONMENTALISM

  £10/8 student    18.30-20.00

PAGE
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GED TALKS: THE ROOTS OF CIVIC ACTIONS

  £10/8 student    18.30-20.00

PAGE
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STUDY DAY: EARLY EDINBURGH PHOTOGRAPHY

£30/22 student  incl.lunch    10.00-16.00

PAGE
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MAY 2019 

SPECIAL EVENT: TAGORE PUBLICATION LAUNCH

   £6    18.00-20.00

PAGE
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JUNE 2019 

MUSIC: THE AMBROSE FOLK & ROOTS CLUB 

£14.50/12 student incl.light supper bowl     19.30-10.00

PAGE

14

TUES

18

TUES

11

THUR

30

THURS

06

SUN

12

WED

22

TUES

28

DRAMA: DOORWAYS IN DRUMORTY*

contact PGC direct for ticket info     10.00-16.00

PAGE

14
THUR

16

10% DISCOUNT FOR TWO BOOKINGS

20% DISCOUNT FOR THREE OR MORE
ON SINGLE OR MULTIPLE EVENTS

When booked as single transaction direct via phone, email or in person 
(*excl. Science Festival & ‘Doorways in Drumorty’)

SUN

16
WORKSHOP: THE EDINBURGH SKETCHER

£26 (incl. materials and refreshments) 12.30-15.30

PAGE

11

TICKETS AND FURTHER DETAILS: 
WWW.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK  OR CALL, EMAIL OR VISIT RECEPTION

SUN
26  
TBC

WORKSHOP: ARTS & CRAFTS INSPIRED PRINTMAKING

TBC please check eventbrite & monthly newsletters

PAGE

11

TUES

18
MUSIC: THE AMBROSE FOLK & ROOTS CLUBPAGE

14 £14.50/12 student incl.light supper bowl     19.30-10.00



SPECIAL 
EVENTS

The Patrick Geddes Centre is honoured to host the launch of Gitanjali & Beyond Issue 3: 
‘Across Cultures: Writer Interviews, Book Reviews & Poetry’. 

The evening will feature a selection of speakers and readings from the intercontinental 
collective of contributors, which includes Badashi Fraser, Joyce Caplan, Valerie Gillies, 
Ana-Maria Maguire, Dr Mario Relich, Jameela Muneer and Tom Pow.

18.00 - 20.00 
£6

WED 
22

MAY

PUBLICATION LAUNCH
GITANJALI & BEYOND: ACROSS CULTURES 

Patrick Geddes was one of Scotland’s greatest thinkers with a rich legacy of ideas and 
projects that continue to influence and resonate today. 

Join us under the stunning Geddes Room Arts & Crafts ceiling for a light introduction and 
be left astounded by the incredible life and legacy of Scotland’s frequently overlooked 
figure.

12.15-13.00 & 18.00-18.45
FREE ADVANCE BOOKING AT EVENTBRITE 

THURS

07
MAR

A BEGINNERS GUIDE TO GEDDES:
HE DID WHAT? 

8



SILENCED 
HISTORIES

VICTORIAN 
WOMEN PIONEERS
Geddes was liberal by Victorian 
standards. A great circle of 
connectivity can be drawn around 
Geddes, many of whom were 
pioneering women who inspired his 
thinking having led revolutionary ‘social 
experiments’ such as  the Edinburgh Social 
Union and Octavia Hill’s improvement 
works in London’s East End. Our events seek 
to explore and ensure their achievements are 
no longer overlooked.

16.00 - 18.00  
£10/8 students

WEDS

27
MAR

EVENING WALK & TALK
WOMEN AND GEDDES 

This relaxed evening walking tour will visit some of the sites of Edinburgh’s late 19th century 
women-led social movements and Patrick Geddes’ ‘sociological experiments’. A perfect 

social start to the symposium or as a stand-alone tour.

09.30 - 16.30  FULL DAY 
£35/25 students (incl. lunch)

THURS 

28
MAR

SYMPOSIUM
WOMEN-LED SOCIAL CHANGE 

We are delighted to welcome full day symposium including contributions 
from Dr Elizabeth Darling and Dr Deborah Reid. 

Dr Darling, a reader in Architectural History at Oxford Brookes 
University, will draw on her research into women reformers in 
late Victorian and Edwardian Edinburgh to consider how gender 
informed the practice of urban and social reform in Edinburgh’s 
Old Town. Dr Reid’s research concerns Scottish gardening 
women (1800-1903) and their impact on social change.

A full agenda for the day is available at Eventbrite and will be 
updated with a full list of speakers in due course.

COMBINED 
TWO DAY TICKET  

AVAILABLE 

£40/£30  

9



THE 
ARTS

Patrick Geddes was a champion 
of the arts, believing in the 
importance of regional cultural 
heritage whilst retaining a 
global outlook.

ART, LITERATURE & DESIGN: PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

Published in 1895-6 at the height of the Arts & Crafts and Celtic Revival movements, the 
seasonal Evergreens are a beautiful insight into Geddes’ unique thinking.

This special day exploring our recently acquired first edition volumes will look at their 
context, ideas and traditional handcraft production. Our journey will include expert 
interpretation of Mackie’s exquisite illustrations and Geddes’ pioneering ideas, alongside 
leather embossing demonstrations. 

10.00 - 16.00  FULL DAY  
£30 (incl. lunch)

STUDY DAY
MACKIE & THE EVERGREENS

Roddy Simpson, photography historian and academic, presents this unique talk, and 
walking tour of Edinburgh’s Old Town. He will explore the photographs of notable 
Edinburgh based photographer, Archibald Burns (1831-80) in context, focussing on those 
published in “Picturesque ‘Bits’ from Old Edinburgh” and his extraordinary survey images 
following the Improvement Act of 1867. 

From the innovation of early man to cutting-edge design solutions, a swift series of 
punchy talks and discussion from an expert panel will guide us through the frontiers of art 
and science.           TICKETS FROM SCIENCE FESTIVAL WEBSITE

19.00  - 20.30  
£8.50/6.50

PANEL TALK      
DESIGN: THE FRONTIER OF ART & SCIENCE

TUES

09
APR

WED 
27

MAR

10.00 - 16.00  FULL DAY  
£30/£22 student (incl. lunch)

STUDY DAY - TALK & TOUR
EARLY EDINBURGH PHOTOGRAPHY

SUN 
12

MAY

10



ART, LITERATURE & DESIGN: PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

Vivendo Discimus, ‘by living we learn’,  is carved above the entrance to Riddle’s Court. 
At a time dominated by ‘book learning’, Geddes espoused  that the richest learning 
should come in all forms . Our  fun, social workshops are a chance to pick up new 
skills, inspired by the wonderful architecture and surroundings of  Riddle’s Court.

CREATE

10.00 - 16.00  
£40 (incl light lunch & materials)

SAT

27
APR

CRAFT WORKSHOP
THE ART OF BOOKBINDING

This hands-on sociable workshop introduces fascinating techniques of bookbinding in the 
inspirational Arts & Crafts Geddes Room. Over the course of a full day, expert tutor Susie 
Wilson (ECA) will support  a small group in creating their own sketchbooks with concertina 
spines and handprinted covers.   

13.00-16.00
£26 (incl. refreshments & materials)

DRAWING WORKSHOP
THE EDINBURGH SKETCHER

Looking for a new way to experience Edinburgh’s Old Town or want to brush up on your 
artistic skills? The Edinburgh Sketcher, Mark Kirkham, has wowed audiences across the 
globe with his daily online sketchbooks. Mark will lead you on a merry sketching tour of 
Edinburgh’s Lawnmarket landmarks, offering gentle expert tuition and guidance for all 
ages and abilities. 

This exclusive extended session will include additional time sketching the historic Riddle’s 
Court interiors and space to finish and mount a final sketch to take home.

All materials for ink and watercolour sketching supplied. 

13.00 - 16.00 tbc  
£22 (incl. refreshments & materials) tbc

SUN

26
MAY 

tbc

CRAFT WORKSHOP
MACKIE-INSPIRED PRINTMAKING

A perfect Sunday afternoon social workshop, being expertly guided through a variety of 
printmaking techniques and materials to produce your own Arts & Crafts inspired imagery 
.Final details will be confirmed via Eventbrite shortly.

11

SUN

14
APR

SUN

16
JUN



OUR 
BUILT 
WORLD
ARCHITECTURE & 
THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

George Pepler & Patrick Abercrombie were instrumental in shaping post-war Britain. By 
exploring their modernist visions, Dr Alastair Fair (Chancellor’s Fellow in Architectural 
History, University of Edinburgh) and colleagues will consider the extent of Geddes’ 
influence on early modernism.

10.00 - 16.00  FULL DAY  
£30/£22 students (incl. lunch)

TUES 
18

JUN

STUDY DAY: MODERNISM II
GEDDES , ABERCROMBIE & PEPLER

18.30 - 20.00  £10/8 
BOOK VIA WWW.SCIENCEFESTIVAL.CO.UK

THUR

11
APR

GED TALKS
THE FUTURE OF OUR CITIES

The continued growth of urban populations and added pressures present challenges 
for our future cities. Join a panel of experts, including Planning Aid Scotland (PAS), 
Edinburgh’s own space data mapping pioneers Astrosat, engineers and technology 
experts to explore what lies ahead for humanity. 

Geddes applied his culturally sensitive approaches to many projects during his time in 
India, drawing the friendship of Tragore and Ghandi. This period of dwindling colonial 
influence saw the rise of a search for a new Indian identity - a hot bed for early mod-
ernist architecture and design. 

10.00 - 16.00  FULL DAY  
£30/£22 students (incl. lunch)

TUES

11
JUN

STUDY DAY: MODERNISM I 
INDIA & IDENTITY

12

THINK



Perhaps the most well known of Geddes’ 
adages, ‘Think Global, Act Local’ has been a 
cornerstone of many causes and organisations 
for generations. 

Whilst Geddes was indeed a pioneering 
environmentalist, this phrase encapsulated his 
broader   ethos; asking oneself what changes 
we can make to bring about a better world in 
which to live.

The ‘Think Global, Act Local’ initiative will delve 
into the revolutionary movements of the past to 
explore some of the great challenges we face 
today. 

INSPIRATION FOR TODAY 
FROM THE ROOTS OF SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS AND PIONEERING 
CAMPAIGNERS

THINK
GLOBAL    

GED TALKS

18.30 - 20.00   
£10/8 students 

THE ROOTS OF CIVIC ACTION

GED TALKS

18.30 - 20.00   
£10/8 students 

THE ROOTS OF ENVIRONMENTALISM

ACT    
LOCAL    

13

An expert panel will present a series of short punchy 
talks highlighting the roots and resonance of a variety of 
environmental causes and campaigns. With support from the 
audience, they will  consider the current direction and whether 
important lessons from the past could better influence our 
future.  

THUR

30
MAY

THUR 

06
JUN

Civic action is described as ‘a collective initiative to implement 
rights or empower citizens’. In an era of political frustration and 
growing community action, a panel of academics and activists 
will consider the landmark campaigns that have inspired them 
and where the next challenges may lie.



LIVE MUSIC  

A roaring success in 2018, the dualing fiddles of the Ambrose House 
Band return with their unique, relaxed evening of special guests, music, 
song, chat and stories. Each event features special monthly guest acts, 
announced via Eventbrite and social media.
* Special extra date added hosting ‘Association Patrick Geddes Francais’

19.30-22.00   
£14.50 incl. simple bowl supper

TUES

18
JUN

FOLK & ROOTS 
THE AMBROSE MUSIC CLUB

Riddle’s Court frames these intimate, sessions beautifully . Come join us fireside for 
sell-out nights to remember. 

FURTHER DATES & SPECIAL GUESTS ADDED REGULARLY: FOLLOW VIA FACEBOOK, 
EVENTBRITE & NEWSLETTERS

14

&DRAMA  

A new touring play following the story of Jessie McLean who seemed des-
tined to become a spinster. 35 years later, a young girl helps her discover an 
inner courage to foil the mystopia of those around her.

Contact Patrick Geddes Centre for 
final event details.

THUR

16
MAY

TOURING DRAMA
DOORWAYS IN DRUMORTY

TUES

28
MAY

TUES

26
MAR

WEDS

24
APR*



FAMILIES

10.30 - 12.00   £11 PER CHILD; ADULTS FREE*
TICKETS AT WWW.SCIENCEFESTIVAL.CO.UK

08 &17
APR

FAMILY WORKSHOP THE 1902 
ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

Few have heard of this incredible Scottish expedition that set off from 
Riddle’s Court. Navigate puzzles to solve the mystery of the Weddell 
Sea, learning of the challenges faced in the golden age of exploration 
and their pioneering achievements.  

*ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED

10.30 - 12.00   £11 PER CHILD; ADULTS FREE*
TICKETS AT WWW.SCIENCEFESTIVAL.CO.UK

10,15 
& 16
APR

Edinburgh’s tenements have shaped the city and influenced global 
architecture for centuries.  Explore their fascinating design through 
this hands on sketching and model making workshop for children of 
all ages.  

*ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED

FAMILY WORKSHOP 
TENEMENT TOWN

15



RIDDLE’S 
COURT

Built in the 1590s, Riddle’s Court 
is a picturesque Category A-listed 
merchant’s house, recently re-opened 
following a £6m painstaking restoration 
by our parent charity, Scottish Historic 
Buildings Trust.

Each of the atmospheric rooms is 
resonant of a different chapter in 
the building’s complex tale, from the 
banquet of King James I and VI to the 
arts and crafts dining hall of Geddes’ 
university halls.

A visit to Riddle’s Court is a breathtaking 
experience, following in the footsteps 
of 400 years of occupants - from David 
Hume to Dame Maggie Smith.

The innovative modern circulation 
spaces have been stripped back to 
reveal how Riddle’s Court has physically 
evolved through the centuries.

16



GEDDES?

12.00-13.00 & 18.00-19.00
FREE ADVANCE BOOKING

THURS

07
MAR

A BEGINNERS GUIDE TO GEDDES:
HE DID WHAT? 

Patrick Geddes was a towering figure of creativity, 
thought and action. Considered a maverick in his 
own time, consistently challenging the norms of 
Victorian and Edwardian establishment, Geddes has 
too often been denied his rightful place amongst 
the ranks of great Scots.

Most commonly known as the father of modern 
urban planning, and pioneer of sociology and 
environmentalism, Geddes was a true polymath, 
cultural champion and activist.

His projects and influence spanned the globe, from 
befriending Ghandi and Tagore during culturally 
sensitive urban renewal in India, to planning 
Edinburgh Zoo and over 60 redevelopment projects 
to save Edinburgh’s Old Town.

With an enduring belief in education as a catalyst 
for social change, Geddes resisted ‘book learning’ in 
favour of his motto ‘by living we learn’.

Although this physical legacy is treasured, it is 
Geddes’ concerns, ideas and inspiration that make 
him as relevant today as he was in his own time.

17WHO WAS

SEE PAGE 8 FOR FULL EVENT DETAILS



PRIVATE 
FUNCTIONS

18

With a collection of beautiful 
historically significant rooms each with 
an intriguing past, stunning period 
decoration and working fireplaces, 
weddings, functions and events of all 
kinds can be accomodated for up to 
100 guests. 

Our experienced team have helped 
shape unique events  from private 
storytelling dinners and product 
launches to full wedding ceremonies 
and celebratory parties. 

Our historic 16th century ‘King’s 
Chamber’ accommodation suite is also 
available to guest visitors, including as a 
special feature of our wedding packages.

Whether you are interested in an 
inspirational setting for your next team 
away day, or a romantic, historical city 
centre wedding to remember, please 
contact our events team:

0131 510 8789 
events@shbt.org.uk

www.riddlescourt.org.uk



SCHOOLS
In addition to regular drop-
in public tours, PGC offers 
specially curated group 
tours for all ages, including:

Geddes Land Tour
A walking tour of Geddes’ 
prolific urban improvement 
schemes and cultural 
intitiatives in the Old Town.

Riddle’s Court Tour
Explore this iconic survivor 
revealing 400 years of 
Edinburgh’s unique history 
from 1590 to the present.

to enquire about 
any learning or visit 
opportunities please 

contact 

0131 510 8789 

or email 
learning@shbt.org.uk

PGC offers a number of 
high quality options for 
schools, supporting a 
wide range of subjects and 
learning outcomes. Our 
highly experienced learning 
team can tailor our sessions 
to pupil-centred learning 
and school priorities. 

Our current sessions 
include:

Meet The Neighbours
Targeted to primaries 4-7
A social history-centred 
workshop, introducing 
pupils to the real stories of 
the 270 Victorian working 
class residents of Riddle’s 
Court in the 1870s. Using 
first-hand evidence, pupils 
meet numerous families 
and through supported 
drama develop these 
stories to better imagine 
the conditions and issues 
families faced. 

Tenement Town
Targeted to primaries 4-7 
Learning of the unique 
architecture and historical 
importance of Edinburgh’s 
tenements, pupils 
undertake an external study 
before creating their own 
model tenement buildings.

Arts and Crafts Makers
Targeted to primaries 3-7 
Inspiring pupils through 
the decorative legacies 
at Riddle’s Court and 
Geddes’ links to the Arts 
& Crafts movement. 
Sessions include a tour, 
contextual interpretation 
and sketching study, before 
embarking on the design 
and creation of pressed ink 
printing projects. 

Kings & Queens Packed 
Lunch Banquet Stop
Part of a scheduled city 
centre excursion or in 
conjuction with one of 
our learning sessions. 
Pupils tuck in to lunch 
at a mock-banquet table 
whilst enthralled by tales 
of the King James VI meals 
hosted at Riddle’s Court.

TOURS

TOURS & 
SCHOOLS

19



WHO  
ARE 
WE?

In 2006, Riddle’s Court was placed  on the at risk register. Scottish Historic 
Buildings Trust subsequently embarked on a landmark £6.4m restoration 
project to protect the future of this nationally important building.

The Patrick Geddes Centre opened our doors following the completion of  
the capital works project in September 2017, ensuring the continuation of a 
140 year legacy of learning and culture for all.

OUR HISTORY

OUR MISSION
We have a two-fold mission: to promote the cultural, 
architectural and social heritage of Riddle’s Court and 
Scotland, and relate the relevance of Patrick Geddes’ 
legacy to modern audiences. 

We do this through a rich offering of learning and cultural 
events, public tours, formal education opportunities and 
outreach activities.

THE PATRICK GEDDES CENTRE 
AT RIDDLE’S COURT

Royal Mile

email: learning@shbt.org.uk
www.patrickgeddescentre.org.uk

@GeddesCentre
@RiddlesCourt

322 Lawnmarket, Edinburgh
0131 510 8789

Lawnmarket

G
eorge IV Bridge


